Action of a bacterial Achromobacter collagenase on the soft carious dentine: an in vitro study with the scanning electron microscope.
Samples of carious human teeth treated in vitro for 48-92 hours with a bacterial Achromobacter collagenase in solution in borate buffer at 33 degrees were examined with the scanning electron microscope. The enzyme was seen to destroy soft carious dentine but not sound layers of dentine beneath the lesion. This finding may have clinical implications.